LETTER  TO JOHN BRIGHT          715

to Amesbury, lie wrote that he wished he could go
back to the mountains and " see the woods tangled
with rainbows."

TO LUCY LARCOM.

8th mo., 29, 1886.

I was glad to hear from thee, and that thee find
the quiet of Ossipee Park, the crowd and fash-
ion of the Crawford House, alike interesting. It
is possible to be too quiet, and a change from
solitary Nature to human contact and voices is
sometimes desirable. There are always nice people
to be found in any crowd. For my own part, I
like folks generally. Very few come amiss to me.

,                  TO  JOHN  BRIGHT.

9tlLDQLO., 3, 1886.

I appreciate the serious question which agitates
Great Britain at this time, and I do not feel that
I fully understand it. I doubt the propriety of
our meddling with it on this side of the water.
It has indeed occurred to me that a federa-
tive system in which Ireland, Scotland, Canada,
Austria, and India could all be represented in the
common Parliament of England, might be a solu-
tion of the question, but there may be difficulties
which I do not comprehend in the way of such an
arrangement. ... I hope the years rest more
lightly on thee than on myself. I am older (in
my 79th year) and find my strength failing,
though I am grateful to a good Providence for
many blessings which alleviate the pains and infir-
mities of age. I am, very truly, thy loving and
grateful friend.